Securities and Exchange Commission

to the proxy and information state-
ment rules under the Securities EXx-
change Act of 1934 [8§240.14a-3 and
240.14c¢-3].

[46 FR 40872, Aug. 13, 1981]

§210.2-06 Retention of audit and re-
view records.

(a) For a period of seven years after
an accountant concludes an audit or
review of an issuer’s financial state-
ments to which section 10A(a) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15
U.S.C. 78j-1(a)) applies, or of the finan-
cial statements of any investment
company registered under section 8 of
the Investment Company Act of 1940 (15
U.S.C. 80a-8), the accountant shall re-
tain records relevant to the audit or re-
view, including workpapers and other
documents that form the basis of the
audit or review, and memoranda, cor-
respondence, communications, other
documents, and records (including elec-
tronic records), which:

(1) Are created, sent or received in
connection with the audit or review,
and

(2) Contain conclusions, opinions,
analyses, or financial data related to
the audit or review.

(b) For the purposes of paragraph (a)
of this section, workpapers means docu-
mentation of auditing or review proce-
dures applied, evidence obtained, and
conclusions reached by the accountant
in the audit or review engagement, as
required by standards established or
adopted by the Commission or by the
Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board.

(c) Memoranda, correspondence, com-
munications, other documents, and
records (including electronic records)
described in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall be retained whether they
support the auditor’s final conclusions
regarding the audit or review, or con-
tain information or data, relating to a
significant matter, that is inconsistent
with the auditor’s final conclusions re-
garding that matter or the audit or re-
view. Significance of a matter shall be
determined based on an objective anal-
ysis of the facts and circumstances.
Such documents and records include,
but are not limited to, those docu-
menting a consultation on or resolu-

§210.2-07

tion of differences in professional judg-
ment.

(d) For the purposes of paragraph (a)
of this section, the term issuer means
an issuer as defined in section 10A(f) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15
U.S.C. 78j-1(f)).

[68 FR 4872, Jan. 30, 2003]

§210.2-07 Communication with audit
committees.

(a) Each registered public accounting
firm that performs for an audit client
that is an issuer (as defined in section
10A(f) of the Securities Exchange Act
of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78j-1(f))), other than
an issuer that is an Asset-Backed
Issuer as defined in §229.1101 of this
chapter, or an investment company
registered under section 8 of the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940 (15
U.S.C. 80a-8), other than a unit invest-
ment trust as defined by section 4(2) of
the Investment Company Act of 1940 (15
U.S.C. 80a-4(2)), any audit required
under the securities laws shall report,
prior to the filing of such audit report
with the Commission (or in the case of
a registered investment company, an-
nually, and if the annual communica-
tion is not within 90 days prior to the
filing, provide an update, in the 90 day
period prior to the filing, of any
changes to the previously reported in-
formation), to the audit committee of

the issuer or registered investment
company:
(1) AIll critical accounting policies

and practices to be used;

(2) All alternative treatments within
Generally Accepted Accounting Prin-
ciples for policies and practices related
to material items that have been dis-
cussed with management of the issuer
or registered investment company, in-
cluding:

(i) Ramifications of the use of such
alternative disclosures and treatments;
and

(ii) The treatment preferred by the
registered public accounting firm;

(3) Other material written commu-
nications between the registered public
accounting firm and the management
of the issuer or registered investment
company, such as any management let-
ter or schedule of unadjusted dif-
ferences;
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